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in subscribing to the articles of that creed which produced
it. Sovereigns are sacred, and reverence is due to everv
king: yet, with all my attachments to the person of a first
magistrate, had I lived in the reign of James the Second, 1
should most certainly have contributed my efforts, and borne
part In those illustrious struggles which vindicated an empire
from hereditary servitude, and recorded this valuable doc-
trine, ' that trust abused is revocable.'
" No man, Sir, will tell me, that a trust to a company of
merchants, stands upon the solemn and sanctified ground by
which a trust is committed to a monarch; and I am at a
loss to reconcile the conduct of men who approve that re-
sumption of violated trust, which rescued and re-established
our unparalleled and admirable constitution with a thousand
valuable improvements and advantages at the Revolution
and who, at this moment, rise up the champions of the East
India company's charter, although the incapacity and incom-
petence of that company to a due and adequate discharge
of the trust deposited in them by that charter, are themes of
ridicule and contempt to all the world; and although, in
consequence of their mismanagement, connivance, and im-
becility, combined with the wickedness of their sen-ants, the
very name of an Englishman is detested, even to a proverb,
through all Asia, and the national character is become
degraded and dishonoured.1 To rescue that name from
odium, and redeem this character from disgrace, are some
of the objects of the present bill; and gentlemen should,
indeed, gravely weigh their opposition to a measure which,
with a thousand other points not less valuable, aims at the
attainment of these objects." 2
The second of the two characteristics of the Bill most
loudly attacked was the method of appointing the Commis-
sioners. The criticisms on this part of the scheme were
contradictory, for some objected that it was meant to give
1 Twenty years earlier, it must be remembered,  Chatham had said  that
" India teems with iniquities so rank as to smell to earth and heaven."
2 Speeches^ vol, ii, pp. 238-240.